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in the tradition of the affluent society and bowling alone a book that will redefine the
way americans think about themselves for decades to come america may be more
diverse  than  ever  coast  to  coast  but  the  places  where  we  live  are  becoming
increasingly crowded with people who live think and vote as we do we ve built  a
country where we can all choose the neighborhood and church and news show most
compatible with our lifestyle and beliefs and we are living with the consequences of
this way of life segregation our country has become so polarized so ideologically inbred
that people don t know and can t understand those who live just a few miles away the
reason for this situation and the dire implications for our country is the subject of this
groundbreaking work in 2004 journalist bill bishop made national news in a series of
articles  when he coined the phrase the big  sort  armed with  original  and startling
demographic data he showed how americans have been sorting themselves over the
past three decades into alarmingly homogeneous communities not at the regional level
or the red state bluestate level but at the micro level of city and neighborhood in the
big sort bishop takes his analysis to a new level in a brilliantly reported book that makes
its case from the ground up starting with stories about how we live today and then
drawing on history economics and our changing political landscape to create one of the
most compelling big picture accounts of america in recent memory

america may be more diverse than ever coast to coast but the places where we live are
becoming increasingly crowded with people who live think and vote as we do we ve
built a country where we can all choose the neighborhood and church and news show
most compatible with our lifestyle and beliefs and we are living with the consequences
of this way of life segregation our country has become so polarized so ideologically
inbred that people don t know and can t understand those who live just a few miles
away the reason for this situation and the dire implications for our country is the subject
of this groundbreaking work from publisher description

tragedy in aurora is about the 2012 murder of budding sports journalist jessica jessi
redfield ghawi in a public mass shooting and the widening circle of pain it inflicted on
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her family friends police medical first responders and others the book is at the same
time a deep examination of the causes and potential cures of the quintessential 21st
century american sickness public mass shootings at the heart of that examination is an
unpacking of america s deep polarization and political gridlock it addresses head on the
question of why why is american gun violence so different from other countries why
does nothing seem to change the parkland kids inspired hope of  change but  the
ultimate questions stubbornly remain what should what can and what will americans do
to reduce gun violence tragedy in aurora argues that the answer lies in a conscious
cultural redefinition of american civic order over recent decades america has defined a
cultural new normal about guns and gun violence americans express formalistic dismay
after every public mass shooting but many accept gun violence as an inevitable even
necessary  and to  some laudable  part  of  what  it  means  to  be  american  although
americans claim to be shocked with each new outrage so far  they have failed to
coalesce around an effective way to reduce gun death and injury the debate is bogged
down  in  polarized  and  profoundly  ideological  political  and  cultural  argument
meanwhile america continues to lead the globe in its pandemic levels of gun deaths
and injuries combined with the cynical learned helplessness of its politicians the result
is gridlock and a growing roll of victims of carnage is there a path out of this cultural
and political gridlock tragedy in aurora argues that if america is to reduce gun violence
it must expand the debate and confront the fundamental question of who are we tom
diaz  gives a  new understanding of  american culture and the potential  for  change
offered by the growing number and ongoing organization of victims and survivors of
gun violence without conscious cultural change the book argues there is little prospect
of effective laws or public policy to reduce gun violence in general and public mass
shootings in particular

when it  comes to voting taxes environmental  regulations social  services education
criminal justice political parties property rights gun control marriage and a whole host of
other modern american issues the state in which a citizen resides makes a difference
that  idea  that  the  political  decisions  made  by  those  in  state  level  offices  are  of
tremendous  importance  to  the  lives  of  people  whose  states  they  govern  is  the
fundamental  concept  explored  in  this  book  gary  f  moncrief  and  peverill  squire
introduce students to the very tangible and constantly evolving implications limitations
and foundations of america s state political institutions and accessibly explain the ways
that the political powers of the states manifest themselves in the cultures economies
and lives of everyday americans and always will

a us presidential election is quite simply the greatest show on earth in the battle to
occupy the most important seat in the world in which power can be bought and sold
forces on either side hoodwink the public and claim their political victims witness the
age of the palin effect an extraordinary exposé of the political depravities and media
proliferated inequalities of the entire electoral process the palin effect sheds light on an
ugly phase of american politics hell bent on slander and spurious belittling revealing an
increasingly greedy war based on class sex and money former fox news and bbc
journalist  shana pearlman looks at what motivates the protagonists in the electoral
circus the media the people the money the candidates themselves and wonders how
free this star spangled land really is

a look at how americans are losing their sense of curiosity and skepticism and how
some are working to change that the spirit of inquiry is the engine of democracy the
democratic process is nothing less than citizens regularly asking what kind of society
they want to live in and whom they want to lead them but more and more people are
avoiding the whole messy business of questioning americans are instead being trained
to look for ready made answers with potentially dire implications for the health of our
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society in this impassioned new book andrea batista schlesinger argues that we re
besieged by cultural forces that urge us to avoid independent thought and critical
analysis  the  media  reduces  politics  to  a  spectator  sport  focusing  on  polls  and
personalities rather than issues and ideas schools teach to standardized tests students
learn to fill in the bubbles not open their minds financial literacy courses have replaced
civics classes graduating smart shoppers rather than informed citizens even the internet
promotes habits that discourage inquiry regurgitating search engine results becomes a
substitute for  genuine research and reflection social  networks promote connection
rather than engagement with all the information available online over a third of those
younger than twenty five say they get no news on a typical day up from twenty five
percent in 1998 the situation isn t hopeless batista schlesinger spotlights individuals and
institutions across the country that are working to renew a healthy sense of curiosity
and skepticism particularly in american s youth it is at this point an uphill battle but one
well  worth  undertaking  the  death  of  why offers  both  a  penetrating  socio  cultural
critique of our current path and a way forward for cultivating inquiry and reinvigorating
our democracy from her start in politics as a teenager andrea batista schlesinger has
asked the important questions now she asks her most important are we teaching young
people to value inquiry and if not what hope can we have for the future of democracy
katrina vanden heuvel publisher the nation the death of why makes the case that we
cannot create social  change without a culture of questioning we should pay close
attention to this brilliant contribution deepak bhargava executive director center for
community change she asks the right questions at a time when we seem more eager
for answers that we don t understand or care about deborah meier senior scholar new
york university author of in schools we trust and the power of their ideas and founder of
innovative new york and boston area public schools
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